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Eligibility for Medicaid and CHIP 

Based on Immigration Status

Part I: 



Eligible Immigration Statuses for Medicaid and CHIP 
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òQualifiedó Immigrants: 

ÅLawful Permanent Resident (LPR/green card holder)

ÅRefugee

ÅAsylee

ÅCuban/Haitian Entrant

ÅParoled into the U.S. for at least one year

ÅConditional Entrant 

ÅGranted Withholding of Deportation or Withholding of Removal

ÅBattered Spouse, Child and Parent

ÅTrafficking Survivor and his/her Spouse, Child, Sibling or Parent

Others:

ÅMember of a federally-recognized Indian tribe or American Indian born in 

Canada



Five-Year Waiting Period

ÅòQualifiedó immigrants are subject to a five-year waiting period (also 

known as the ò5-year baró)

ïThe five years begin when an immigrant obtains a òqualifiedó 

immigration status 
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Some people with a òqualifiedó immigration status are not subject to the 5-year bar: 

V Immigrants who physically entered the U.S. before 8/22/96 and remained in the U.S. 

continuously until obtaining a qualified status

V Refugees, asylees, persons granted withholding of deportation/removal (even if they later 

become LPRs)

V Cuban/Haitian entrants, certain Amerasian immigrants, individuals granted Iraqi or Afghan 

special immigrant status, trafficking survivors (even if they later become LPRs)

V Qualified immigrants who are U.S. veterans or on active military duty and their spouses or 

children

V Children (at state option)

V Pregnant women (at state option)



State Flexibility to Vary from the General Eligibility Rules 

ÅStates have the option to cover lawfully residing children and/or 

pregnant women ɷ this includes: 

ïQualified immigrants, without the 5-year bar restriction

ïLawfully present people, a broader group than òqualifiedó immigrants

* 31 states have taken up this option for children and 23 for pregnant women 

ÅThrough CHIP, states can provide pregnant women certain medical 

services (such as prenatal care) regardless of immigration status 

ïBased on the eligibility of the unborn child

Federal Medicaid/CHIP Options

ÅStates can cover additional immigrants with state-only funds 

State-FundedOptions
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For more info, see the National Immigration Law Center (NILC) resource 

on Medical Assistance Programs for Immigrants in Various States?

http://www.nilc.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/med-services-for-imms-in-states.pdf


Emergency-Only Medicaid
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ÅMedicaid payment for limited services related to an emergency medical 

condition is available to people who meet all the stateõs Medicaid 

eligibility requirements except for immigration status, including: 

VQualified immigrants who have not met the 5-year waiting period

VLawfully present but not qualified immigrants, such as persons with 

Temporary Protected Status (TPS) and many others

VUndocumented immigrants

VDACAmented immigrants



Eligibility for Marketplace Coverage 

Based on Immigration Status

Part II: 



Eligible Immigration Statuses for Marketplace Coverage

StatusesEligible for Medicaid: Other òLawfully Presentó Immigrants: 

òQualifiedó Immigrants: 

Å Lawful Permanent Resident (LPR/green 

card holder)

Å Refugee

Å Asylee

Å Cuban/Haitian Entrant

Å Paroled into the U.S. for at least one year

Å Conditional Entrant 

ÅGranted Withholding of Deportation or 

Withholding of Removal

Å Battered Spouse, Child and Parent

Å Trafficking Survivor and his/her Spouse, 

Child, Sibling or Parent

Others:

ÅMember of a federally-recognized Indian 

tribe or American Indian born in Canada

ÅGranted relief under the Convention 

Against Torture (CAT)

Å Temporary Protected Status (TPS)

Å Deferred Enforced Departure (DED)

Å Deferred Action (except DACA)*

Å Paroled into the US for less than one year

Å Individual with Nonimmigrant Status 

(includes worker visas; student visas; U 

visas; citizens of Micronesia, the Marshall 

Islands, and Palau; and many others)

Å Administrative order staying removal 

issued by the Department of Homeland 

Security

Å Lawful Temporary Resident

Å Family Unity

* EXCEPTION: Individuals granted deferred action under the 2012 Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals 

(DACA) program are not eligible to enroll in coverage in the Marketplace.
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Eligible Immigration Statuses for Marketplace Coverage
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APPLICANTfor Any of These Statuses: Must Also Have Employment Authorization:

Å Lawful Permanent Resident (with an 

approved visa petition)

Å Asylum* 

Å Special Immigrant Juvenile Status

Å Victim of Trafficking Visa

ÅWithholding of deportation or withholding 

of removal, under the immigration laws or 

under the Convention Against Torture 

(CAT)* 

Å Applicant for Temporary Protected Status

ÅRegistry Applicants

ÅOrder of Supervision

Å Applicant for Cancellation of Removal or 

Suspension of Deportation

Å Applicant for Legalization under IRCA

Å Applicant for LPR under the LIFE Act

* Only those who have been granted employment authorization or are under the age of 14 and have had an 

application pending for at least 180 days are eligible 



Undocumented & DACAmented Individuals

ÅIneligible to purchase qualified health plans in the individual 

Marketplaces, even at full price

ïCan purchase private coverage outside the Marketplace or through 

employer 

ÅExempt from the individual mandate

ÅCan apply for health insurance for eligible family members, and be part 

of household of eligible family members

ÅIf applying for PTC on behalf of eligible family members, must file a tax 

return ɷ If not eligible for a Social Security number (SSN), may file a tax 

return using an Individual Taxpayer Identification Number (ITIN) 

ÅMay be eligible for health programs available to ALL, regardless of 

immigration status 
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ÅEmergency-only Medicaid

ÅPrograms using federal health care block grants: mental health, 

maternal and child health, family planning, communicable diseases, 

immunizations

ÅPrograms providing health services necessary to protect life or safety: 

emergency medical, food or shelter, mental health crisis, domestic 

violence, crime victim assistance, disaster relief

ÅHospital financial assistance programs or charity care

ÅCommunity Health Centers/FQHCs, Migrant Health Centers

Health Programs Available to All
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For more information on where to find FQHCs, see 

findahealthcenter.hrsa.gov?

https://findahealthcenter.hrsa.gov/


Example: Ricky, Eva and Karina 

ÅRicky and Eva are married and have a 

daughter, Karina 

ÅRicky became a lawful permanent 

resident (LPR) 2 years ago

ÅEva is a naturalized citizen

ÅKarina is a U.S. citizen

Who is applying for coverage? 

ÅRicky, Eva and Karina
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Applying for coverage: YES Subject to 5-year bar: YES MAY BE ELIGIBLE FOR: 

V QHP EnrollmentCitizen: NO Satisfied 5-year bar: NO

Immigration status: LPR Lawfully present: YES

Qualified immigrant: YES

Eligibility Based on Citizenship/Immigration Status Rules
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Applying for coverage: YES Subject to 5-year bar: ---- MAY BE ELIGIBLE FOR: 

V Medicaid

V QHP Enrollment
Citizen: YES Satisfied 5-year bar: ----

Immigration status: ---- Lawfully present: ----

Qualified immigrant: ----

Applying for coverage: YES Subject to 5-year bar: ---- MAY BE ELIGIBLE FOR: 

V Medicaid/CHIP

V QHP Enrollment
Citizen: YES Satisfied 5-year bar: ----

Immigration status: ---- Lawfully present: ----

Qualified immigrant: ----



Special Marketplace and PTC 

Eligibility

Part III: 



Special Marketplace Rules for Seniors

ÅSeniors who are not eligible for premium-free Medicare Part A may be 

eligible for enrollment in Marketplace plans and PTC/CSR

ÅTo qualify for premium-free Medicare Part A, individuals must have met 

the applicable work history requirement or quarters of coverage (QC):

ïQC are earned by paying Social Security and Medicare payroll taxes; people 

working fulltime generally earn four QC in a year 

ïPeople can get quarters of coverage based on their own work history or in 

some cases the work history of their spouse
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Example: Lin

ÅLin, 74, lives with his daughter, Mei and 

grandson, Michael

ÅMore about Lin:

ïhas been a lawful permanent resident for 4 

years

ïhas never worked in the U.S.

ï receives a $2,500 a year from a pension 

related to work completed abroad 

ï is not enrolled in Medicare Part A

ÅMore about Mei:

ïprovides more than 50% of Linõs support

ï claims Lin and Michael as tax dependents

ïhousehold income is $40,320 a year (200% 

FPL)
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V Lin is eligible for QHPenrollment ɷ Lin is eligible to enroll in a Marketplace 

plan with subsidies even though he is over 65 because he is not eligible for 

Medicare Part A based on his work history 



Tax Dependents and Applying for PTC 

!
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ÅLin qualifies as Meiõs dependent: 

ïLin lives with Mei (and is also her relative)

ïMei pays for more than half his support

ïLinõs annual income is less that $4,050

Can Lin apply on his own for PTC? 

U NOɷ He cannot apply for PTC as a household of 

1 

ɷ He must include Mei (and her income) on his 

application for health coverage

If a person can be claimed as a tax dependent, must indicate that 

when applying for PTC

IMPORTANT: If Lin receives PTC, Mei must file a tax return and reconcile his PTC on her tax 

return



PTC for Certain Lawfully Present People w/ Low Income

ÅLawfully present people are eligible for PTC if they are not eligible 

for Medicaid due to their immigration status even if their income is 

below 100% FPL 

ÅThis includes lawfully present people who are:

VNot òqualifiedó immigrants

VQualified immigrants who are subject to and have not met the 

5-year bar

Bottom line:  Many lawfully present people with incomes in the 

Medicaid range or below 100% FPL are eligible for PTC and CSR
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Example: Daniel, Marie and Amina

ÅDaniel and Marie are married 

ÅDaniel has temporary protected status 

(TPS) 

ÅMarie and her daughter, Amina, entered 

the U.S. as refugees 4 years ago

ïThey became LPR 1 year ago

ÅAmina is enrolled in CHIP

Income

ÅDaniel and Marie are full-time college students and both work part-time jobs 

ÅThey project their income will be $18,800 for 2017 (93% FPL) 
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Applying for coverage: YES Subject to 5-year bar: ---- MAY BE ELIGIBLE FOR: 

V QHP EnrollmentCitizen: NO Satisfied 5-year bar: ----

Immigration status: TPS Lawfully present: YES

Qualified immigrant: NO

Applying for coverage: YES Subject to 5-year bar: NO MAY BE ELIGIBLE FOR: 

V Medicaid

V QHP Enrollment
Citizen: NO Satisfied 5-year bar: ----

Immigration status: REFUGEE
LPR

Lawfully present: ----

Qualified immigrant: YES

Eligibility Based on Citizenship/Immigration Status Rules
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